
Benjamins fig/ weeping fig 
Botanical Name: Ficus benjamina

Family: Moraceae

Common Name: weeping fig or ficus tree

Hindi Name: पुकर

 Part Used: Fruits, bark, latex

Ficus benjamina, commonly known as weeping fig, benjamin fig or ficus tree and often sold
in stores as just ficus, is a species of flowering plant in the family Moraceae, native to Asia
and Australia.It is the official tree of Bangkok. The species is also naturalized in the West
Indies and in the states  of  Florida  and Arizona in the  United States.  Its  small  fruit  are
favored by some birds. Ficus trees have proved to have environmental benefits in urban
areas, such as acting as biomonitors. The species is also associated with some allergens.
ficus is a tree reaching 30 m (98 feet) tall in natural conditions, with gracefully drooping
branchlets and glossy leaves 6–13 cm, oval with an acuminate tip. The bark is light gray and
smooth. The bark of young branches is brownish. The widely spread, highly branching tree
top often covers a diameter of 10 metres (33 ft).  In tropical, subtropical and warm temperate
latitudes, the weeping fig makes a very large and stately tree for parks and other urban
situations, such as wide roads. It is often cultivated for this purpose, such as in Bourbong
Street Weeping Figs in Bundaberg, where it is heritage listed.  The plant is a major source of
indoor allergens, ranking as the third-most common cause of indoor allergies after dust and
pets.  Common allergy symptoms include rhino conjunctivitis  and allergic  asthma.  Ficus
plants can be of particular concern to latex allergy sufferers because of the latex in the plants
and should not be kept in the environment of those allergic to latex. 

Latex  and  some fruit  extracts  are  used  by  indigenous  communities  to  treat  skin
disorders, inflammation, piles, vomiting, leprosy, malaria, nose-diseases and cancer besides
the use as a general tonic


